; correction ofthe non-Lambert behavior of the surface using the Bidirectional Reflection Distribution Function (BRDF) (Wu et al. 1995) and Computing a cloud mask using the Cloud and Surface Parameter Retrieval (CASPR) of the University of Wisconsin-Madison (Key 2001) (Figure 2 Table 1 ).
The pre-processed NOAA-AVHRR data as described in section 2.2 and shown in Figure 2 form (Droz 2002) .
In a first step. all pixels containing information other than snow were eliminated. The resulting bitmap-like snow map illustrates the snow coverage of a par¬ ticular day (Figure 3) . In a next step, the elevation (meters a.s.l.) 1990,1996 and 1999 (Figure 8 ).
As mentioned before, the snow line elevation of every subregion was compared with the evolution of the snow line of the whole alpine area. As can be seen in Figure 8 , there are significant differences between the regions. On the whole, the snow line behavior of the 
